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TAGS: EAGR, FAO, EEC, EAID, IN 
SUBJECT: EC FOOD AID FOR INDIA 

REF: ROME 13242 

1. SUMMARY: INDIA HAS APPROACHED THE COMMISSION 
CONCERNING THE SERIOUS FAMINE SITUATION DEVELOPING 
IN THAT COUNTRY AND HAS INDICATED THAT IT INTENDS 
TO IMPORT 1 (ONE ) MILLION TONS OF EC GRAIN AND 
WANTS THE COMMUNITY TO PROVIDE HALF THAT AMOUNT 
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AS FOOD AID. THE COMMISSION IS STUDYING THE 
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REQUEST BUT OUR SOURCES ARE NOT OPTIMISTIC RE- 
GARDING THE EC'S ABILITY TO RESPOND FULLY TO 
THIS ENORMOUS REQUEST. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EC COMMISSION HAS RECEIVED HIGH LEVEL 
INDIAN REPRESENTATIONS CONCERNING INDIA'S IM- 
PENDING SEVERE FAMINE CONDITIONS. THE INDIAN 
AMBASSADOR PRESENTED AN AIDE MEMOIRE TO COM- 
MISSIONER LARDINOIS ON SEPT. 12. AND A COPY WENT 
TO COMMISSIONER CHEYSSON IN A LETTER DATED 
SEPT. 15. THE AIDE MEMOIRE OUTLINES AN INDIAN 
PROPOSAL TO IMPORT 1,000,000 METRIC TONS OF EC 
GRAIN BEGINNING IN OCTOBER 1974. UNDER THE 
PROPOSAL INDIA WOULD PURCHASE 500,000 METRIC 
TONS COMMERCIALLY IN THE EC GRAIN MARKET, AND THE 
EC WOULD PROVIDE THE OTHER 500,000 METRIC TONS 

AS FOOD AID. 

3. THE COMMISSION IS STUDYING THE INDIAN RE- 
QUEST BUT OUR SOURCE WAS GUARDED IN HIS ASSESS- 
MENT OF THE COMMUNITY'S ABILITY TO RESPOND. THE 
EC FOOD AID PROGRAM FOR THE ENTIRE WORLD IN 
1974/75 AMOUNTS TO ONLY 600,000 METRIC TONS, SO 
EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES WOULD BE REQUIRED TO 
EVEN BEGIN TO MEET INDIA'S LATEST REQUEST. 

SPEAKING ONLY FOR HIMSELF, OUR SOURCE THOUGHT 
PERHAPS 100,000 TONS SHIPPED IN FEBRUARY/MARCH 
WAS MORE REALISTIC UNDER THE EC’S FOOD AID FOR 
74/75. 

4. FOR BACKGROUND, EXISTING EC FOOD AID PRO- 
GRAMS FOR INDIA ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. SHIPMENTS ARE STILL IN PROGRESS ON AN EC 
FOOD AID PROGRAM BEGUN ONE YEAR AGO AND IN- 
VOLVING 3,000 TONS OF BUTTEROIL AND 2,750 TONS 
OF SKIM MILK POWDER. DEL VERS UNDER THIS 
PROGRAM ARE EXPECTED TO CONCLUDE BY DECEMBER. 

B. IN JUNE INDIA ASKED THE EC FOR 30,000 TONS 
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OF WHEAT. THIS IS BEING PROVIDED FROM EC 
RESERVES AND IS SCHEDULED TO BE SHIPPED IN 
NOVEMBER. GREENWALD 
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